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HOW TO READ THE BIBLE 


A.B.S. Executive Secretary James Z. Nettinga (left), 
shows Dr. Bonnell, Pastor, New York Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, a new reprint of this leaflet, of 
which almost 4,000,000 copies have been distributed. 


iP all the literature of the world there is no book that has 

contributed so richly to the upbuilding of character and 
to the serenity and peace of the human spirit as the Bible. 
It leads us to God and teaches us His will. Yet few people 
know how to read this Book. This is true even of many 
professing Christians and church members. It has little 
real value for them. Usually they will not admit this: they 
feel that to do so would be a kind of sacrilege. If they were 
altogether frank, they would have to concede that they get 
very little help from the Bible, and that they do not read it 
regularly. 

A young man confessed that his mother, who is now 
dead, had urged him to read the Bible. “I honestly tried 
to read it,” he said, “but I couldn’t make anything of it. 
I keep it now,” he continued, “‘in the bottom of a bureau 
drawer. Maybe it helps some people, but it just doesn’t do 
a thing for me.” 

‘Others make a practice of reading exactly one chapter a 
day; but, if you press them to tell you what help they get 
from this reading, they are vague and uncertain. In the 
course of a conversation a woman said to me, ““The Bible is 
a wonderful book. I just wouldn’t dream of commencing 
the day without reading my chapter.” It was twelve 
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o’clock noon when she said this. ‘‘Tell me,” I answere 
“what did you get out of that chapter this morning? Whi 
lessons did you learn? What message did you get fro} 
God?”’ She replied, “One can’t read the Bible witho; 
getting a blessing from it. It is always instructing us.” 
“Yes, that is very true,” I said; “but would you mind te: 
ing me what particular instruction you got today?” SI 
wasn’t able to recall anything from her reading, and co} 
fessed that that was true, not only on the day of our inte 
view, but every day. She felt that she was accumulatin 
merit by reading a chapter a day. It was the right thing | 
do, she thought, altogether apart from whether or not sh 
was helped by her reading. 


A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO LIFE 


I am only concerned here, however, with the Bible as! 
practical guide to life. Here is a method for the daily read 
ing of the Bible which has proved itself of definite value 
many people. 

First, commence with a book of the Bible and continu 
to read small instalments in that book until you have cont 
pleted it. Then select another book and read it through # 
the finish. In this way you will not miss any of the searek 
ing messages of God’s Word. For this purpose the Psaln 
and the New Testament will be found to be most helpful! 

Second, keep on reading until you come to a verse thd 
you can feel is God’s “marching orders’’ for you for tH 
day. Don’t be afraid to mark your Bible. Underline tha 
verse and let it search every area of your life. God’s Spin 
will bring its truth to bear upon your heart and mind 
Carry that verse with you through the day. It will be as} 
staff on your journey. In many a trying hour it will stead 
and inspire you. 

Third, mark the place where you have finished readint 
and commence with the next verse the following day. | 
may be advisable for you to tarry on the one verse fd 
several days or even a week until the full implication of ij 
teaching has brought itself to bear upon your life. You wit 
find that, in many cases, you may have read ten verses d 
fifteen before coming to the one that you feel is God! 
message for the day. On the other hand, you may hav 
read only four or five verses, or, in more exceptional case} 
only one. 

Fourth, always preface your reading by a brief praye 
that God’s Holy Spirit will bring the truth of His Wor 
to bear upon your heart. As you open the Bible to reai 
from the place where you have left off the previous day 
ask yourself this question: “What is God’s message for m 
today?” Exclude from your mind every thought of th 
application of this message to other persons whom yoj 
know—in your own home or among your business assoc! 
ates and friends. This is God’s message for you. 

If you preserve your daily reading, you will be give 
messages that will meet the deepest needs of your lifd 
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’s important to have a Bible Society. Why? Because 
the Bible is the Book through which the Good News of 
God’s redemption of men through Christ 1s made known to 
%hem. Here—and here only—is the authentic record 
lof the birth, the life, the death, the resurrection and 
he teaching of Christ. Here—and here only—is the 
record of the wonderful experiences of those who 
knew Him in His earthly life. Invaluable as is the wit- 
iness of living persons to the power of the Christ in 
them, it is to this record that all men must go to learn 
the whole truth to see Christ for themselves and to 
“renew their faith.” 
| Moreover, here—and only here—is this redemp- 
tive Gospel placed in the long setting of history and 
in the full depiction of the nature of man that the Old 
Testament and New Testament together disclosed. 
All the ranges of human character are set forth in 
clear and steady images before men’s eyes, not as 
fiction but in real persons. Here you and I and Jim 
Smith discover just what we are each really like—and 
then, in our weakness and inadequacy and sin, turn 
to Christ and are by Him changed, redeemed. This 
/is the Book in which that Good News is told as in no 
other. 
Men desperately need the Bible. When we look at the 
‘tension and the ferment of today, the struggle for 
power, the multitudes striving to be free of poverty, 
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| Editorial- : 
It’s Important! 


By Dr. Eric M. North, 
A,B.S. Consultant 


ignorance and injustice, can one doubt that men need 
the Bible? It is from the Bible that they can learn to 
be just and to be merciful, to bear their own burdens 
and one another’s burdens, to have faith in the possi- 
bilities in every man, to seek righteousness and peace. 
Only upon the learning of these can the foundations 
of a true world order be laid among men. 

More, men must have the Bible because, under 
God, their destiny is not alone of the earth, but is a 
heavenly destiny. And how shall they know of it un- 
less they be taught by the Bible? Men need the Bible. 

Because only a voluntary association of Bible-lovers who 
will gladly make the necessary sacrifices can effectively bring 
the Bible to those who need it. No commercial process 
will ever bring the Bible to all men. Commerce will 
not pay the costs of taking it to those who never heard 
of it. Moreover, most of the vast numbers of people 
who need it have so low a level of subsistence that 
they can pay but a fraction of what it costs to trans- 
late and print and deliver it. And the end sought in 
taking the Bible to all men requires not a financial 
motive, but the motive that lies in the hearts of those 
who love it and, grateful to God for it, would have all 
men share their joy and be redeemed through the 
Gospel it carries. When such Bible-lovers join to- 
gether to bring to men the Bible men desperately 
need, you have a Bible Society. Yes—it’s important! 
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Che 350-year-old 


King James Bible 


BY MISS MARGARET T. HILLS, A.B.S. LIBRARIAN 


(Cee Queen Bess had died. The ungainly son of Mary 
Stuart, James I of England as well as James VI of 
Scotland, was met by a group of Puritans on his way south 
to be crowned. They requested a conference for discourse 
of things ‘‘pretended to be amiss in the Church.” 
Postponed because of the plague, it was moved out of 
London to Hampton Court, his red-brick palace on the 
Thames, not far from London. In Scotland the King had 
had trouble with the Catholics, headed by his mother, 
who together had sought an alliance with France, and with 
the Protestants, mostly Calvinists, who had favored an 
alliance with England; and the rivalries of the Scottish no- 
bility, allied with both groups, had been woven through 
all of it. In England the Catholics looked to him for milder 
treatment than they had received from Queen Elizabeth; 
the Puritans hoped for favors, and the churchmen were 
sure that, if they corroborated the belief in the divine right 
of kings, they would have his support. The group that met 
on those three cold days in January of 1604 contained nine 
bishops, six deans and an archdeacon, members of the 
King’s Privy Council, five ecclesiastical lawyers, one 
Scottish Presbyterian and four Puritans. To show their 
lack of respect for ecclesiastical finery the Puritans ap- 
peared in cloth gowns trimmed with fur, such as were 
worn by merchants, called *““Turkey gowns.’’ Among the 
bishops was Bancroft, Bishop of London, hoping soon to 
become Archbishop of Canterbury in place of the ailing 
incumbent. There was Dr. Lancelot Andrewes, Dean of 
Westminster, a preacher, later a bishop and a scholar who 
spent his holidays learning new languages—‘‘a Gulf of 
learning . . . who might have been interpreter general 
at Babel.” He had been chaplain to the Queen and was a 
friend of Sir Francis Bacon. One of the four Puritans was 
Dr. John Reynolds (Rainolds), President of Corpus 
Christi College at Oxford. As the scorned leader of the 
Puritans he had not been admitted to the conference until 
its second day and had already differed from the king on 
most points—such as wedding rings, religious festivals, 
freedom of the press and the relation of the Crown to the 
Church. Almost casually Dr. Reynolds suggested that 
there might well be a new translation of the Bible, those 
previously approved by the Church being unsatisfactory. 
He pointed out several misleading passages, which indeed 
had long been argued. Bishop Bancroft boomed, ‘‘Ho, if 
every man’s humor should be followed, there would be no 
end of translating.” The King himself, feeling that he 
should make some concessions to the Puritans and also 
wishing to indicate his own qualities as a scholar, took up 
this suggestion. He professed that he had never yet seen a 
Bible well translated into English, the worst being in his 
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eyes the Geneva, then the beloved Bible of the Puritans 
and commanded that “this be done by the best learned i 
both the Universities, after them to be reviewed by thi 
Bishops, the chief learned of the Church, to be then a 

proved by the Privy Council and lastly to be ratified by hi 
royal authority,” adding that there were to beno such mar 
ginal notes as had endeared the Geneva to the Puritans. 

Bishop Bancroft lukewarmly assumed the task of keepi 
the translation going. In July King James wrote Bancroft 
that he had appointed fifty-four learned men to the trans 
lation and asked that Bancroft try to provide some of the 
with suitable livings or benefices. 

The King also set forth rules that were to govern the 
translation. It was to be based on the Bishops’ Bible, first 
published in 1568 (a revision of the Coverdale Bible o 
1535 and of the Great Bible of 1539). Although other 
translations might be consulted, there were to be no mar- 
ginal notes except explanations of certain Hebrew and 
Greek words. The men were to be divided into two groups 
at each University and at Westminster. The work of each 
group was to be examined by each member and conferred 
upon, the revised sections to be submitted to all the other 
groups, all suggestions to be carefully discussed. If neces- 
sary, continental scholars might be consulted. The clergy 
were also to be urged to make suggestions. | 

Soon groups of scholars began working and consult- 
ing together. An outstanding authority on the 
Hebrew text, Dr. Edward Lively of Cambridge, 
was to organize the work of the Old Testament, 
but died in May 1605, delaying to some 
extent plans for that section. Dr. Reynolds, 4 
already deep in the work at Oxford, died , 
in 1607. Although King James said he had 
appointed fifty-four scholars, only some 
forty-seven have been identified, not counting 
Bishop Bilson, who served as general editor, 
and half a dozen others who, according to 
the various sources, seem to have had some 
connection with the translation. 

King James did little or nothing to finance 
the project besides urging Bishop Bancroft to find 
as many livings as possible. The bishop sought sub- 
scriptions from the clergy, but there seems to be 
little evidence of response. In addition to their gen- 
erally meager stipends at the Universities and also 
their parishes, most of them got little other financial 
recompense. ‘The Universities and Westminster gave them 
free lodging and meals while they were working together, 
but many of them had to rush home on week ends to 
preach. A widely varying group of scholars, representing 
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any theological and political positions, some were skilled 
debate and administration, some welcome at court, 
withers happier in a classroom_or library. 

) It was under such conditions and in an England full of 
e struggle between church factions that this great Bible 
anslation was started. It was the time of England’s ex- 

jansion into the New World; William Brewster led his 

furitans to Holland in 1608, the year after Jamestown 
as founded, while Heriry Hudson, seeking the Northwest 

Vassage, discovered the Hudson River in 1609. In that 

ame year the review committee of six (or possibly twelve), 

wo from each University and Westminster, moved to 

London for nine months of final review. One copy of the 

§pproved text was sent from each of the three groups to 

London, where they were paid thirty shillings a week, 

vorking at Stationers’ Hall. Dr. John Boys (Bois) kept a 

jareful record of the discussions, and his notes on the work 

fom Romans through Revelation are still extant, showing 
the renderings discussed and accepted. There is also in the 
sodleian Library at Oxford a copy of the Bishops’ Bible 
with marginal notations that may have been made by one 
if the Oxford translators. They consulted, in addition to 

the Bishops’ Bible, the New Testament of Tyndale (1526), 

the Bible of Coverdale (1535) and the Great Bible (1539), 

is well as the Geneva (1560), together with the revised 

ew Testament of Tomson (1576). The text of the Rheims 

New Testament (1582) had 

been made known to most 

of them through the widely 
read comparative edition 
of the Bishops’ and Rheims 

Testaments edited in par- 
allel columns by William 

Fulke in 1589 and re- 


printed in 1601. The scholars had better knowledge of 
languages and also better texts before them in the 
original languages than those earlier translators. There 
was the Latin Old Testament of Benedictus Arias Monta- 
nus (based on Hebrew, independent of Jerome), and the 
Latin Bible of Immanuel Tremelius and Franciscus Jun- 
ius, with recent editions of the Greek and Latin New 
Testaments by the scholar Theodore Beza. There were 
also the recently published French Geneva Version (1587- 
88), Diodati’s Italian (1607) and the Reina-Valera Span- 
ish Bible (1602). 

After the reviewers had completed their task, Miles 
Smith and Bishop Bilson prepared the text for the printer. 
Smith (later Bishop of Gloucester) was a member of the 
Oxford Committee, strong in Hebrew and favorable to 
the Puritans, while Bishop Bilson was an able scholar and 
a strong supporter of the established Church. Although 
there is no clear record of how much they changed the 
work of the earlier groups, their task was to achieve har- 
mony and consistency. Archbishop Bancroft was able to 
influence the work to the extent of insisting on the in- 
sertion of the word ‘bishopric’ in several places, as in 
Acts 1:20. It was Smith who wrote the magnificent ‘“The 
Translators to the Reader’? which appeared in all the 
early editions but now seldom is reprinted. Much of it 
seems over-long today, but there are passages of superior 
perception and vitality as well as of deep devotion. 

The printing of the new Bible went to Robert Barker, 

(continued on next page) 
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Queen Elizabeth’s printer, an appointment continued 
under the new King. New type, an engraved title page 
and beautiful decorations combining the Tudor Rose, 
Scottish Thistle, Lily of France and Harp of Ireland pro- 
claimed indirectly the importance and royal authority of 
the large new Bible. All the publication records appear to 
have been destroyed in the Great Fire of London in 1666, 
as well as pertinent records about processes of translation. 
The printing appears to have been done simultaneously 
in two shops, or at least it was reset at once; for there are 
slight differences, mostly printers’ errors, between copies 
dated in 1611 which fall into two general categories. From 
the error in Ruth 3:15, ‘‘and he went into the city,” one 
is called the ‘‘He’’ Bible, and the one with the correct 
“she,” the “She” Bible. It is generally agreed that the 
“He” Bible was the first off the press. No one knows ex- 
actly when the first copies appeared, but it would seem 
to have been early in the spring. There is no record or 
evidence of presentation to the King, nor of direct author- 
ization by him or any church group. 

The new Bible was not accepted at once. Bible-reading 
people loved the Geneva Bible, which had appeared fifty 
years earlier. All sorts of objections were raised to the new 
one, in addition to complaints about its “just being differ- 
ent.” From the days of Wyclif people had said, “My 
soule magnifieth the Lord”; now they should say, “My 
soule doth magnifie the Lord.” ‘Love suffreth long; it is 
bountiful’? (Geneva) seemed preferable to “Charitie suf- 
fereth long and is kinde.’’ Some said the new text sup- 
ported King James’ belief in witches. The Geneva Bible 
continued to be published for some years. Several of these 


Geneva editions were printed in Holland with earlier dates 


and smuggled into England; also, there were two editions 
of the King James Version with the Geneva notes. Most 
of the early editions included the Apocrypha between the 
Old and the New Testaments. 

Much of the beauty of this King James Bible is due to 
that fascinating group of scholars and men of letters who 
worked over it. However, much credit is also due to 
William Tyndale and Miles Coverdale, who less than a 


54 


hundred years earlier had through the original Hebre 
Greek and Latin opened the glories and truths of # 
Bible. In the words of Charles C. Butterworth, it w 
Tyndale who had set “‘the tone of simple earnestness, th 
plainness of speech and the economy of words that cha 
acterize so much of our Bible.’ Coverdale, a man mo 
interested in being a good man than a great’man, cor 
tributed naturalness and richness of harmony. The Geney 
(1560) Bible had striven to be accurate, the collabor 
tion of several scholars, strengthening the earlier worl 
The Bishops’ Bible (1568), which contained much of th 
best of the earlier translations, was to serve as a base fe 
the new one, but the 1611 translators often went backt 
the Geneva renderings. It was the Geneva that had intre 
duced “‘leadeth me by still waters,’ and “‘my cup runnet 
over’ (Coverdale, ‘‘my cup shall be full’’). 

In fact, the 1611 Bible was much more in the literar 
style of Tyndale and Coverdale than in the living langua 
of the early seventeenth century. The 1611 translators, i 
spite of all their labors, as Miles Smith says in the intr 
duction to the King James Version, “‘never thought fro 
the beginning that we shoulde need to make a new trans} 
tion . . . but to make a good one better, or out of m 
good ones, one principal good one not justly to be excepte 
against.” And this Bible of 1611 has become the world 
most printed and most loved Book. 
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the State of Assam, a northeastern State, where we 


OLMGREN: Hello, Laton Holmgren here! Is this 
Dr. Inbanathan? 

Inbanathan: Thank you, Dr. Holmgren, for call- 
ing me at this time. 

Holmgren: Tell us about Bible Society work in 
India. 

Inbanathan: I am very happy to do so. 

Holmgren: First of all, will you tell us a little about 
the social and political conditions in India today? 

Inbanathan: I should say that the general situa- 
tion in the political and social fields is encouraging in 
most respects. You may yourself be aware of the 
various development plans working in the country. 
There is steady progress in many directions, but the 
country is a vast one, with four hundred million peo- 
ple, so we cannot yet say whether much visible 
progress has been registered; but we are fortunate 
that we have very good leaders. We do, of course, 
have problems. Some are inherited from past decades, 
and some are new, but we are on the whole very 
hopeful of solving them. Broadly, I would say that 
the two fields in which the greatest advance has been 
made are the industrial field and the educational. 
There has been a tremendous increase in educational 
facilities. Literacy has doubled in the last ten years. 
If we can put into the hands of new literates some 
worth-while reading material, then we shall be help- 
ing the nation’s future very much, 

Holmgren: What significant developments are 
there in your translation and distribution programs 
in India? 

Inbanathan: Translation and revision are now 
taking place in some forty languages, but many of 
these translations happen to be at the present time in 
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have a very large number of Christians. They fo 
about twenty-five percent of the total population: 
over one million Scriptures are now being produced 
for them in their various languages, although the 
area is just one State. It is very hilly country. There 
are many villages, but so isolated from one anothe 
that almost every village has a dialect or even lan 
guage of its own. We are doing our best to help them 
with Scriptures now. With regard to circulation of 
Scriptures in India generally, I am glad to say that 
the figures received so far show a much higher circu 
lation this year than last. We have, of course, sti 
more distance to go to reach the target, but we hope 
to exceed our target. The motor vans are a great help 
in Scripture distribution, also the twenty-three dif- 
ferent Bible correspondence courses operating in the 
country. 

One million, one hundred thousand students have 
taken these courses in the last ten years. At present 
the number of students is increasing at the rate 
200,000 every year. We have to increase our distri- 
bution very much more, although the figures received 
are very impressive. However, after we compare them 
with the population in the country, we see that we 
have covered only about two percent of the total 
population. This means that, unless we increase our 
circulation, we shall not be discharging our responsi- 
bility. 

Holmgren: What are some of the obstacles to your 
work in India and Ceylon? 

Inbanathan: I think that the greatest obstacles to 
our work are the vastness of these areas and the small- 
ness of the church. In some parts of our country there 
is only one Christian among every 2,500 people. Our 
facilities for distribution are very limited and quite 
inadequate. We have, for example, only two motor 
vans for all India. We are expecting two more in the 
near future; but even so, four vans are hardly enough 
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ifor this vast subcontinent. Another problem is the 
llarge number of undocumented languages in the 
fcountry. Many of them are highly developed and 
fare culturally rich. They are not likely to die off in 
jany foreseeable future; we are therefore producing 
{Scriptures in 125 such languages, and there are yet 
others for which we have yet to begin translation. 
While on this subject of difficulties I must mention 
ithe present import restrictions, which make it diffh- 
cult to obtain things from overseas; but we hope that 
‘this is a temporary phase. 

Holmgren: What would you say is one of the most 
Jencouraging aspects of your work just now? 

Inbanathan: One of the hopeful features of our 
lwork now developing is the women’s work. This is 
spreading fast. Today we have 896 women’s groups 
affiliated with our Society, and the number should be 
a thousand in a couple of months. Women are taking 
an increasing share in distribution and in lending 
support. In many cases they provide effective contact 
with local congregations. 

We have just had news of an instance you will like 
to hear about. In a village in Assam there was a dear 
old woman who had been a church member for more 
than fifty years. She passed away recently, but she 
had heard about the Bible Society some time ago and 
began to think of some way of helping. She did it in 
a very interesting way; she removed her gold ear- 
rings and offered them to the Society. ‘This was not 
the end of her generosity, for she arranged to have a 
goat sold and the proceeds donated to the Bible So- 
ciety after her death. The total amount received 
through her was 235 rupees ($49.40) comparatively 
a very generous contribution and a loving sacrifice. 

Holmgren: Many thanks, Dr. Inbanathan, but the 

[time is running short. Goodbye, and best wishes to 
our many friends in India. 
Inbanathan: Goodbye, and our best wishes from 


here. “ - 
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Reporting on India 


The Bible Society of India and Ceylon hopes to 
assure a Bible in every Christian home. In 1959, for 
example, 9,894 Bibles and 812 New Testaments in 17 
languages were placed in needy homes. Churches 
are beginning to take greater interest in the plan 
and are meeting part of the cost of Bibles for the 
programs in their congregations. 

Another important special project is newspaper 
evangelism, in which the Gospels are published ser- 
ially in leading vernacular newspapers. ‘This project 
is going on steadily in 11 languages at present, and 
the number of readers is estimated to be over 
600,000. 

“Wayside Pulpits” displaying Scripture passages, 
of which there are 82 at present; special distributions 
of the Sermon on the Mount in 17 languages; illus- 
trated magazine Gospels now available in four major 
languages, with seven under preparation; and liter- 
acy Gospels of simplified translations printed with 
illustrations for new literates are new developments. 
Each of these projects contributed to the total circu- 
lation of 2,119,390 Scriptures in 1960—an increase 
of 762,997 over the previous year. 

Secretary Inbanathan states, ““The Bible Society 
of India and Ceylon has exceeded its circulation tar- 
get for the year and broken all previous records.” 
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From England: Mr. Ronald Mansbridge (left), 
New York Manager of the Cambridge University 
Press, presents Executive Secretary Robert T. 
Taylor with a first ““The New English Bible” 
( Testament, published jointly by the Oxford and 
Cambridge University Press, officially released | 


1638 Buck-Daniel Bible title page. 


From Jordan: left to right, the Archbishops of 

Jerusalem and Canterbury and the wife of 

Associate Secretary Siraganian of the Jordan 

Joint Agency at the presentation of a Bible to around the world 
Archbishop Fisher. ge 


From India: Dr. Paul E. Brand, leprosy specialist, re- 
cently given the Lasker Award for outstanding Christian 
work in Vellore, South India, meets the Rev. Dr. Karl K. 
Quimby, A.B.S. Public Relations Assistant. ~ 
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From the United States: a copy of 
the newly published revision of the 
Reina-Valera Spanish Bible is pre- 
sented to Pastor Cotto (left) of the 
Good Neighbor Church, New York 
by A.B.S. Executive Secretary 
Laton E. Holmgren. 
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March 14. He also presented a reprint of the 


y 
From the Philippines: Bishop Onofré G. Fonceca, with Mrs. 
Fonceca, United Church of Christ, receives a leatherbound 
Ilocano Bible from General Secretary Taglucop of the Philip- 


rom fee (Formosa). Bi bic pines A.B.S. Agency (left, with back to camera). 


ciety Secretary Lai Ping-Tung 
f Taiwan (left) at a union serv- , 
-e honoring the Bible in a Tai- 
ranese church. 
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From Latin America: left 
to right, A.B.S. Secretary 
in Argentina Ivan H. 
Nothdurft; Mr. Fred L. 
Denton, A.B.S. Latin 
‘America Consultant; the 
Rev. Dr. John W. Decker, 
Overseas Committee 
Chairman; with the Rev. 
Aristomeno Porras, A.B.S. 
Associate Secretary, dis- 
cuss Bible Society work in 
Colombia. 
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M®. Geven days behind prison bars is an ordeal most 

people would rather not experience. But a Cham- 
blee, Georgia businessman recently spent such a 
period in a local prison of his own volition. | 

F. M. Davis, owner of a chain of drive-in-restaur- | 
ants, was engaged by the Georgia Baptist Convention 
Department of Evangelism to assist in a revival at the} 
Pulaski Prison Branch at Hawkinsville, an institution | 
that has received statewide recognition for its spirit-| 
ual rehabilitation program. 

“T wanted the prisoners to know I had a genuine} 
interest in them and their problems and to show them} 
that I could thoroughly sympathize with their condi- | 
tions,” said Mr. Davis. 

‘So I asked Warden Charles Head, an outstanding | 
Christian and a deacon in a Hawkinsville church, to} 
lock me in the prison for the entire week so I could} 
adequately share and counsel with the prisoners. 

“T got up for the 4:30 breakfast with the inmates} 
every morning,” Mr. Davis said, ‘“‘and from then 
until the Bible services each evening I moved about! 
the prison, counseling with inmates and custodial 
staff about their spiritual needs.” 


“= ) I ° -=F4/3 — f pis 4, - 


2 Into Latin 


Pita wtb 


APRIL 1961 


) He said he found physical conditions at the 
Pulaski Prison Branch excellent: “The food was 
good, the prison was clean and the entire staff was 
cooperative and courteous. It is a real tribute to the 
Christian atmosphere fostered by Warden Head and 
hose in Hawkinsville who support the regular re- 
ligious ministry there.” 
| Mr. Davis said he was ‘‘amazed that I did not hear 
fone single curse word in the prison.” 
) He added that in the Bible services each evening— 
fattended by an average of 40 of the 62 inmates—he 
: sed “straight, hard preaching. I forgot about the 
bars, because the spiritual problems of a prisoner are 
about the same as those of a free man, though his 
emotional and social needs may differ.” 
| Charles P. Lavender, chaplain at the Pulaski 
iprison and pastor of the Broad Street Chapel in 
awkinsville, said that about thirty decisions for 
Christ were made during the week. There were also 
many rededications, including several on the part of 
staff members. 
| Mr. Lavender asserted that “‘we feel this is one of 
ithe greatest revivals ever held in this institution.” 


Warden Head said that ‘‘the men hold the highest 
esteem for Mr. Davis in that he shared with them 
their many problems and cares.”’ 

Mr. Davis has worked for several years with the 
Henry County Work Camp at McDonough, but had 
never been locked in the prison for an extended pe- 
riod, as he was at Pulaski. 

He is an active member of the Clairmont Church 
in Atlanta. He served as interim pastor of the Buford 
Highway Church in Norcross for six months, during 
which time the church received 145 members, in- 
cluding 84 for baptism. 

A vigorous visitation and soul-winning program by 
laymen was the primary factor cited by Mr. Davis in 
his uniquely successful witnessing at Buford High- 
way. 

State Evangelism Secretary R. T. Russell said Mr. 
Davis's experiences ““bear out once again the verity 
that Georgia Baptists and Southern Baptists have got 
to realize, if we are ever to win our world to Christ. 

“The truth is that intelligent laymen like F. M. 
Davis deserve more opportunity for aggressive soul- 
winning.” 
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EROME, a scholar appointed by the 
Bishop of Rome, worked twenty-five 
years to translate the entire Bible from 
Hebrew and Greek into everyday Latin. 
‘Latin was then the common language of 
ithe people in many parts of the western 
world. Known as the Vulgate, Jerome’s 
translation is still the official text of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 
In order to be as thorough as possible, 
erome did most of his work in Palestine, 
spending much of his time in Bethlehem. 
He first translated the whole Bible from 
Greek into Latin. Then he made a fresh 
translation of the Old Testament, 
this time from the Hebrew. 
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“Vulgate” comes from the Latin “vulgus,” 
implying “common” or “ordinary.” It was 
first applied to Jerome’s Bible in the thir- 
teenth century and refers to the frequent 
use made of this translation by the church, 
as well as to the fact that, in Jerome’s time, 
Latin was the language spoken by the 
common people. 

This and fifteen other short stories from 
the history of the English Bible are now 
available together in a color booklet, “Our 
Most Precious Heritage,” at twenty cents; 
for ten or more, at fifteen cents a copy. 

The pictures used in this booklet are also 
available in a four-part color filmstrip for 
fifteen dollars with a 33% rpm record, 
script and teacher’s guide. Without the 
record the price is twelve dollars. 


Bible Society Record 


Published Continuously Since 1818 


A Journal Dedicated to the Wider Distri- 
bution and Use of the Holy Scriptures 


The American Bible Society is the 
missionary agency of your church for 
translating, publishing, distributing and 
encouraging the use of the Holy Scrip- 
tures around the world. 
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Managing Editor 
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Important Meetings 


February Meeting 
of the Board 

A meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society was held at the 
Bible House on Thursday. February 2, 
1961, at 3:30 p.m., Mr C. E Leavers in the 
Chair. 

Devotions were led by Secretary Taylor. 

The net overexpenditure for 1960 was 
reported as $819.38 as extra income covered 
some of the emergency expenses. 

New translations in several Philippine 
and Mexican languages were approved for 
publication. 

Publication of the English Revised 
Standard Version was approved “as a 
means of continued service to the Christian 
mission throughout the world.” 

An appendix to the projected reference 
edition of the King James Version was 
authorized to show equivalents for archaic 
and obsolete words in the text. 

The Rev.. Moses A. Krott, Jr., was 
appointed Executive Secretary for the 
Liberia Agency. 

Field Consultant Denton from Mexico 
and Associate Secretary Porras from 
Colombia were presented to the Board. 

It was reported that the distribution in 
the U.S. in 1960 was 552,312 Bibles, 
1,028,684 ‘Testaments, and 11,962,000 
Gospels and other Portions. 


The 145th 
Annual Meeting 

The 145th Annual Meeting of the 
American Bible Society will be held 
May 11 in New York City at the Man- 
hattan Hotel. The high light will be the 
350th Anniversary of the King James 
Bible. 


Be sure to read about the Amer- 
ican Bible Society’s work for the 
blind in the May-June issue. 


62 


Because of limited space we print here 
only a few of many letters received recently. 
To the writers of letters not printed, our 
grateful thanks. 


Dave Garroway Writes 


I truly appreciated the Society’s kind 
thought in sending me four copies of the 
pocket-size edition of the seasonal Gospel 
Portion I am sure that they must have 
brought real comfort and joy to many... 
and the copies you sent me were much 
appreciated by members of my staff, who 
will contact you if they would like some 
more copies. With all best wishes. 

Peace, 

Dave Garroway 

National Broadcasting Company, Inc. 
Rockefeller Genter, New York. 


Excerpt from film order for “‘Footsteps of 
Livingstone,” ‘“‘How We Read the Bible’ by 
Dr. Albert Schweitzer, is one of the finest 
things I have ever read. 

Rev. Howard Fuller 
The Parma Parish 
121 James Street 
Parma, Michigan 


I have seen at the back of a copy of the 
Book of John these words printed: “If you 
have finished reading this book and want 
to know more, please write to the Thailand 
Bible House, 150 Sathorn Road, Bangkok.” 
I am one who has finished reading it and 
feel very much interested in it. I will thank 
you very much if you will send me another 
Book of John. 


I have gone through the Book of Exodus 
and I believe that everything in the book is 
true, so I want to know more. Even though 
I am a Buddhist, I still believe in your 
doctrine. 


MISS S. RUTH BARRETT 
PASSES AWAY 
As this issue goes to press word has 
been received that Miss Barrett, 
Secretary for the Society’s Work 


for the Blind, passed away March 


Daily Bible 
Reading 


Let the Bible speak to you 
daily. Read the Bible prayer- 
fully; read it as the living 
Word of God. 
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We always enjoy hearing from — 
our many readers and should 
appreciate receiving a note or 
card from you telling us how 
these Daily Bible Readings are 
helping you. Write today for 
your free 1961 Bible Reading — 
bookmark to: American Bible 
Society, 440 Park Avenue South 
New York 16, N.Y. 
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FROM OUR PRAYER CALENDAR*— 
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9, after a brief illness. For thirty- 
seven years Miss Barrett has given 
faithful service to the American 
Bible Society. 


May-June Issue 

As customary, the next issue 
of the Record will be a com- 
bined issue and will be sent 


The Prayer for April: 


FOR TRANSLATORS — Many areas of the 
world do not yet have the Gospel. Bless al 
translators as they seek to reveal the mes- 
sage of the Living Christ. 


*Because of the great demand 
for Our Prayer Calendar, we 


early in June. The July-August 
issues will also be combined. 


are happy to announce it has 
been reprinted, and free copies - 
are available upon request. ; 


* 


APRIL 1961 


The measure of Christianity is the measure of your care... 
Here is your opportunity to help provide Civil and Defense 
Mobilization Emergency Hospitals with cartons of Testa- 
ments and Portions. 
Did you know almost 2,000 of these Emergency Hospitals 


Use this handy coupon to send your gift 
now! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
OPPORTUNITY OF THE MONTH 


> 
| 

| 

| 

| 
I want to share in the American 
Bible Society’s Opportunity of the | 
Month Plan to help provide the Holy ! 
Scriptures for Civil and Defense Mo- 
bilization Emergency Hospitals. | 
Enclosed is my contribution of 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

al 


NAME 


STREET 


‘in the States are asking for Scriptures? r Worst 
t . . : ° C1 
Over 52,000 Testaments and Scripture Portions, including mee P oe 
i i Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thu. Frt. Sat. 
the Psalms, are immediately needed. : 
When disaster strikes and people are hospitalized, they are DA Rae TRG eee Ss 
: especially receptive to His Word. [Ov PELh 212) mit) creeks 
Won’t you help us make His Word available to them? LOUBT 7 STS: Se (520, ue2 Tame 


How much do you care? 


HOW TO READ THE BIBLE 
(Continued from Page 50) 


that will send you forth to face the ex- 
periences of the day with head erect 


-and a brave heart. I predict, too, 


that sometimes you will be startled 
by what God will say to you in the 
morning. Out of the written Word 
He will speak directly to you, and 
will bring to your mind hidden faults 
and failings to which you have long 
been blind. 

Fifth, when you have allowed 


-God’s message of the morning to 


search your heart, a prayer of thanks- 
giving for an accession of spiritual 
strength or a prayer of confession 
and penitence for your mistakes and 
failures will well up within you. 


Make every day a day of new begin- 


nings and of fresh consecration to the 
service of God. Having sought and 
found God’s forgiveness for the 


wrongs of the past, turn your back 
resolutely on these failures and face 
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the new life which, by the grace of 
God, is opening up before you. 

Sixth, be sure to keep inviolate 
this period for the daily reading of 
the Bible. Before long it will begin to 
bear fruit. Many of the texts with 
which you begin the day will remain 
fixed in your memory, and they will 
be a source of strength and guidance 
to you just when you need them 
most. 

A business man said to me re- 
cently, ‘‘Sometimes after waking in 
the morning I am almost appalled by 
the thought of all the duties and ap- 
pointments that await me in the next 
eight or ten hours. Then I repeat to 
myself these texts of the Bible: ‘In 
quietness and confidence shall be my 
strength’; ‘Thou wilt keep me in per- 
fect peace, for my mind is stayed on 
Thee!’ It is astonishing,’ he said, 
“how quickly the load is lifted, when 
once I become aware of God’s pres- 
ence and God’s help. The strain and 


the tension go out of the day, and 
there wells up within me a feeling of 
serenity and peace.” 

Additional copies of this article 
are available in leaflet form. 
Write to: American Bible Society 
440 Park Avenue South 
New York 16, N.Y. 


The names of those who 
have contributed to memori- 


alize the name ot a loved one 
will start appearing in the 
next issue. 


OUR COVER 
picture is by 
Blaise Levai 

In April showers, 

this happy little 

girl—like many 
other children— 
goes to church 
with her Bible. sca 


THIS 
GOOD TURN 
BRINGS 
YOU MANY 


HAPPY 
RETURNS! 


Investing in an American Bible Society Annuity Agreement 
often gives you a longer as well as happier life 


When you invest your savings in the ordinary way you get 
the usual interest and nothing more. But when you buy an 
American Bible Society Annuity Agreement, you receive 
many blessings—and so do others! Here’s what you get: 


1.An immediate, generous return on your 4. Annual i e tax savin because your 
money—as much as 7.4%, depending on age. annuity income is largely j 
- Great security all your life with complete a 5 
2 rity y R 5. of doing good for mankind by 


freedom from investment worry. In over 100 
years of economic ups and downs annuity 
checks have always been sent regularly, auto- 
matically, and for the agreed-upon amount. 


sharing in the vital, world-wide, Christian 
work of translating and distributing the 
Bible wherever need exists. 


If you name a survivor, the same benefits are 6 Anntl. cf aie i 
. ey love as well, for insurance 
assured. 
statistics show that annuitants usually live 
3.4 big gift deduction in your income tax the longer. 
first year because you deal with a religious 
organization. WwW) 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. 4BSR-61 
‘450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet entitled * 
Gift That Lives” explaining annuity agreements. (Kindly print y: — 
name below if it is not correctly stenciled. ) 


0 Mr. 
0 Mrs. 
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eeeesSsSSSSSSae 


Address(es ee eee eee x 


City So ee ee one een ae 


